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click here to go to web site

Club Meeting
St. Peter's Episcopal Church,

7929 W. Lincoln Avenue, West Allis
March 10,2015 7:00pmProgram

Tom K9BTQ will be talking about WIQP
Mike WO9B will talking about propagation

and Reverse Beacon Network
(see Mikes article on pg 9&10)
Join us for a premeeting dinner

at Johnny V's Classic Cafe
1650 S 84th St at 5:00pmNUT NET

3.985mhz
MondaySaturday
8:15am CT

MilwaukeeFlorida Net
Every Day on 14.290 Mhz
7:00AM  9:15AM ET
6:00AM  8:15AM CT

Wisconsin QSO Party
March 15, 2015  1800Z to 0100Z

http://www.goldmedalideas.com/shop/category.aspx?catid=158&affillink=WARAC49975
http://www.warac.org/
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We’re into March and hopefully Spring is right
around the corner.
In addition to our normal activities this time of year,
our club is involved in Radio Merit Badge instruction
for Boy Scout Troop 580 at Mt Hope Lutheran at 86th
and Becher. A big thanks to Erwin, WI9EV, Frank,
KA9FZR and Mike, WO9B for putting this project
together.
The first class was on Tuesday, March 3rd, with three
more on the 10th, 17th and 31st. The first three
classes are presentations on merit badge material and
the fourth class will be final Q & A plus live 2meter
QSO’s. More about this at the upcoming meeting.
The Wisconsin QSO Party falls after the March club
meeting this year, so we’ll be talking about WIQP at
the upcoming meeting. We’ll focus on operating
strategy and logging software, plus anything else
anyone wants to bring up about the QSO Party. Look
for a separate WIQP article in this Hamtrix.
Also, Mike, WO9B will talk about propagation and
the Reverse Beacon Network (RBN). (This will be a
little later in the meeting because Mike will be at the
merit badge class).
So let’s get everyone on the air and bring your
questions to the meeting. If you need help with
anything, now or after the contest, please let us know.
At the last meeting we watched some video clips of
WIQP operation. Since then I found some good
videos of phone mobile operation in the 2015
Minnesota QSO Party by N0HJZ. Excellent audio
quality. Go to http://www.youtube.com and search
for N0HJZ, then look for Watonwan County.

The
President's

Shack
March
2014
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From the Editor
Another month so it's time for a Hamtrix. This
month we finished Tom Nickel's KC9KEP article
on his homemade sideband transmitter and how he
has it set up with his receiver.
Mike Johnson WO9B wrote a nice article on DX
clusters. If you want to know if you are getting out
with your antenna they are a big help.
Other things of interest I just built a pixie
transceiver from a kit. It did power up without any
magic smoke coming out of it! It seems to work
with a dummy load in that I can hear my FT817
when I key it on frequency and the FT817 can
hear the pixie when it is keyed. MY first test on the
antenna wasn't as good. I was able to hear the local
radio station real well. And I found out it doesn't
give me a tone when I key it. There will be more
on this project in coming editorials.
73
Frank

Don’t forget that Amateur Electronics’ annual
Superfest is coming up March 21, 9:00 AM to
3:00 PM (just one day, Saturday). Go to
http://www.aesham.com/aessuperfest for the whole
story. And, as usual, we’ll need people to man our
club table.
Don’t forget our beforemeeting dinner at Johnny
V’s Classic Café, 1650 S. 84th St. at 5:00PM.
See you at the meeting! Bring a friend!
Tom, K9BTQ

 http://www.youtube
http://www.aesham.com/aes-superfest
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WARAC General Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2015
Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm by President, Tom Macon, K9BTQ. Overall meeting
attendance was 16 including 2 visitors.
Program
The evening’s program was a three part series of short presentations:
Demo Project for Arduino MicroController board by Howard Smith WA9AXQ. Sign up for a
group buy of an Uno board, Project Book with Steve, NO9B
Erwin, WI9EV and Frank, KA9FZR updated the group on the Boy Scouts Radio Merit Badge
program.
Tom, K9BTQ presented a video presentation on the upcoming Wi QSO Party operations.
Business
Motion was made and accepted to approve the January meeting minutes as published in
Hamtrix.
Swap Fest Wrap Up: 2016 Swapfest will be in the round building, same a this year. Jan 9th,
mark the date.
2015 Membership Applications and dues should be completed. All nonlife members need to fill
out the renewal form and return with the annual dues.
Wisconsin QSO Party is 1 month away. Stay tuned for more info as it gets closer. Next month’s
program is dedicated to the contest.
MRAC and MAARS Swap Fest is Feb 14th. AES Superfest will be March 21st.
Need to perform an audit of the Clubs Books for 2013. Two volunteers are needed. Bill Reed,
N9KPH, volunteered. Tom will make another volunteer selection for the January Audit.
Next month’s meeting will be all about the WiQSO Party. Tom discussed upcoming meeting
programs ideas.
Revised 2014 Membership Booklets are available at the meeting. Members welcome to a copy.
Announcements
2 meter net every Wednesday at 8:00 pm on 147.045, + offset, PL 127.3. Join in!
CQ Tuesday, 1:00 pm, 3rd Tuesday, in Waukesha at the New China Buffet.
The Nut Net breakfast is at Genesis Restaurant, 8:30 am, 4th Tuesday of the month.
Dinner at Johnny V’s, 5:00 pm before the WARAC club meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Johnson, WO9B
Secretary WARAC
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WARAC Board Meeting
February 24, 2015
Howard Smith, WA9AXQ, called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.
Present: Tom Macon, K9BTQ, Steve Dryja, NO9B, Howard Smith, WA9AXQ, Erwin von der Ehe,
WA9BZW, Frank Humpal, KA9FZR and Mike Johnson, WO9B. Phil Gural, W9NAW was also
present.
Membership Renewal Forms and Dues
HOWARD Smith WA9AXQ forwarded one member application and indicated another is in the
works.
Swapfest 2015
Phil, W9NAW presented the final financial results for the swapfest.
Swapfest 2016
The contract for the Arena Bldg has been signed for Jan 9th. Phil is looking into an offsite location
for the VE Testing. Options were discussed to for outreaching to additional vendors to enhance
ticket and vendor sales. Other possible fund raising ideas were discussed.
Radio Merit Badge
Erwin, WA9BZW finalized presentation dates and details for Troop 580. BSA Modules will be
presented on Tuesdays throughout March. The last Tuesday will be the hands on demonstration
and may need additional club members to assist.
WI QSO Party
Tom, K9BTQ is working on finalizing the VPN for data handling of log submittals; Tom noted
reflector activity is low at this time; Tom is looking to gather in the planned mobile operations.
2015 Budget
Howard presented the revised budget and will incorporate the Swapfest results and finalize for
2015.
Programs
March – WIQP, Arduino Group
April –3 Phase Power Monitors, High Altitude Balloons (possible)
May – Pizza Night, Auction Evening
June – Field Day, Chuck W9WLX
Future Program Ideas
Milwaukee Astronomical Society (early spring)
Logbook of the World
Spotting – Possibly in the Fall
FM38 Operations
DSP presentation
Yaesu Fusion System
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Wisconsin QSO Party  2015
By Tom Macon, K9BTQ
Our club is the sponsor of WIQP and proud of it! As it says on our WIQP website, WARAC
has sponsored this annual event since 1979, which makes the 2015 WIQP our 37th annual.
This ontheair operating event is popular with stations in Wisconsin, across the country and
the world. I encourage all WARAC club members to participate and proudly mention they are
members of WARAC.
A unique thing about WIQP is that there’s something for everyone, from biggun contesters to
casual little pistols. Remember that the overall goal is for everyone to have fun.
We talk a lot about CW, mobiles and activating counties because a lot of entrants are
attracted to our Party by this competition, but it’s not for everybody. There are lots of other
ways to participate – phone, casual QSOing and VHF operation, too.
So we want everyone! The more stations participating, the more QSO’s will be made, and
that makes it more fun. Be sure to read the Rules, get on the air and join the party on
Sunday, March 15  1:00 PM to 8:00PM.
At the upcoming meeting we’ll talk about the in’s and out’s of the QSO Party, with emphasis
on strategy. We’ll also talk about logging software, especially version 3.5 of the N3FJP
logger. Go to the WIQP web page and look under Logging Software for details on using
N3FJP’s WIQP logger. By the way, if you’re running a version earlier than 2.0, please
upgrade.
Any and all questions are fair game. If you have something you’re wondering about, please
bring it up! Meanwhile, please visit the WIQP website at http://www.warac.org/wqp/wqp.htm.

Craig Jig Fastener System
Club Operations Manual
Secretary Documents were updated.
2012 , 2013 and 2014 Audit
Howard will prepare a package to be sent to Bill, N9KPH. Tom will determine another
volunteer.
Other Items
2 meter net has been well attended.
Meeting was adjourned 9:49 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Johnson, WO9B
Secretary WARAC

http://warac.org/wqp/wiqp_rules.htm
http://www.warac.org/wqp/wqp.htm


6

No article about QSO parties is complete without talking about county activation. Our party is an
opportunity to work some of the "rare" Wisconsin Counties, but they can’t be worked if they are
not on the air. We need to get activity in all Wisconsin counties. To find counties that are less
likely to be on the air, look at Activate All 72 Counties (http://www.warac.org/wqp/activate.htm) on
the WIQP website. In addition to the table there, you can download 2014 and 2013 activity data
in spreadsheet format.
Those of you working toward your Worked All Wisconsin Counties Award (WAWC), also
sponsored by WARAC, can use this as the place to find many Wisconsin counties on the air at
the same time. WIQP QSO’s count for WAWC (as long as the station worked submits a log).
So please make plans to be on the air – Sunday, March 15! Just seven hours of fun!
And, when it’s over, don’t think you didn’t do well enough to submit your log. Every year we
receive logs with just two or three QSO’s. Again, if you need help, bring your questions to the
meeting or contact one of our WIQP team members: Chuck, W9WLX; Howard, WA9AXQ or
Steve, NO9B or myself.

http://www.warac.org/wqp/activate.htm
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Continuation of Tom Nickel's
KC9KEP article from last Month
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http://dxwatch.com
http://reversebeacon.net
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http://64.128.19.154/Home.aspx
http://putty.org
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Officers and Board
President
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Vice President
Steve Dryja, NO9B

Secretary
Mike Johnson, WO9B

Treasurer
Howard Smith WA9AXO

Directors
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
Erwin von der Ehe, WI9EV
Al Hovey, WA9BZW

Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com
Webmaster
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Ham Radio on the Internet
All new this issue (click on red web
address)
Anyone can submit websites for this column.
I'll check them out and include them. The editor
"The New DXer's Handbook"
Second Edition
http://www.k7ua.com/
Free download good ideas for any operating.
Passwords again!
http://securitywatch.pcmag.com/security
software/332517surveyhardlyanybodyuses
apassword
manager?mailingID=A5989BB558DC496AB6B
72A1381FE28B7?mailing_id=1183795
Article on hearing aids and wireless
http://www.wirelessdesignmag.com/articles/201
5/03/hearingaidstunewireless
world?et_cid=4445376&et_rid=353748193&loc
ation=top


http://www.k7ua.com/
 http://www.wirelessdesignmag.com/articles/2015/03/hearing-aids-tune-wireless-world?et_cid=4445376&et_rid=353748193&location=top
 
http://securitywatch.pcmag.com/security-software/332517-survey-hardly-anybody-uses-a-password-manager?mailingID=A5989BB558DC496AB6B72A1381FE28B7?mailing_id=1183795





