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JUNE CLUB HAPPENINGS 
Club Meeting

June 14, 2011 7:00pm
Program:  Field Day Tom Macon K9BTQ/Chuck Dellis 

W9WLX 

WARAC 2-meter net
June 21 & July 5, 2011 7:00pm

MATC repeater 147.045 standard offset 
127.3 Hz CTCSS

Field Day
June 25-26, 2011

NEW FIELD DAY SITE 
 (PAGE 3)

Official Notice:
In recent years the WARAC Board has wanted to provide a way for members to purchase hats and jackets 
that had the club logo on them.  The problem has always been how to do this without the club having to 
purchase the hats and jackets.  Gold Medal Ideas, an embroidery firm that has been a vendor at our 
swapfest, has provided the answer.  They would provide a link on their website where club members could 
directly purchase a hat or a jacket, and they would automatically sew on the WARAC club logo.  Jackets 
would also include the members first name and callsign embroidered above the logo patch.  The club 
would purchase a quantity of logo patches for the hat and the jacket that Gold Medal Ideas would use.  
There would be no cost to the club members for the patches.  This proposal would grant the 
board authorization to spend less than $600 to purchase 50 pieces of each of the two patches, one for hats, 
and the other for jackets. This proposal will be presented and voted on at the June 14th WARAC meeting.
 
Section 7 of the WARAC Bylaws requires any expenditure of more than $250 to be presented to the 
members as a proposal published in Hamtrix, and voted on at the the next club meeting.
 
Howard, WA9AXQ
Vice-President 

Official Notice Per Section 7 of WARAC Bylaws



We’re now into June and that means it’s 
summer, unofficially at least.  But with our yo-
yo temperatures lately, I sometimes wonder.
But regardless of the weather, to hams all over 
the US and Canada, June means Field Day.  If 
you don’t have June 25th and 26th already 
reserved, do so now!  Come and enjoy some 
time with fellow club members, even if you can 
be there for only a relatively short time.  Show 
up anytime between 8:00AM Saturday and 
1:00PM Sunday.   

The big change for this year is that we are 
seriously looking at a new site in New Berlin. 
Completion of the arrangements is going more 
slowly than expected, but we hope to have a 
permit in hand by the upcoming club meeting. 
See the FD update by chairman Chuck, 
W9WLX, elsewhere in this issue.

Also, we will again have the Field Day 
Contesting 101 class this year on the Tuesday 
before FD, June 21.  Please note that the class is 
only one week after the upcoming club meeting, 
and that the Board meeting will be held as usual 
on June 28.  FD will be here before we know it!

The upcoming meeting will focus on Field Day. 
First will be discussion of the final details, 
including the site change.  Also, the program by 
chairman Chuck and myself will present various 
aspects of FD fun.        

Before long, the 2011 Wisconsin QSO Party 
results will be completed.  A total of 275 logs 
were submitted and the final list of submitted 
logs is on the website.  Thanks to Lynn for all 
the hard work.                     

Also, speaking of WIQP, an interesting article 
appeared in the January/February issue of National 
Contest Journal magazine.  Penned by Doug Smith, 
W9WI, the article deals with the basics of organizing 
a small contest such as a state QSO party.  In it, 
Doug encourages copying good ideas from other 
contests and says, “Several QSO parties have 
emulated the very successful Wisconsin event.  As 
you may have inferred from my call sign, our 
Tennessee QSO Party is one of them.  We 
‘borrowed’ one particularly useful rule from the 
Wisconsin QSO Party – the short, one-day schedule. 
Our Tennessee event runs for nine hours on Sunday 
afternoon and evening.  This schedule offers several 
important advantages.”                       

This is a nice recognition of our contest from a well-
known contester.  Doug is chairman of the Tennessee 
QSO Party and began his ham career while a 
member of our club back in the 1970’s.  He now 
lives in Pleasant Valley, TN.         

And don’t forget about our club’s Antenna 
Challenge.  There are only three months until the 
September wrap-up meeting!  If you haven’t done 
so, talk to Chuck, WB9PUB, to let him know what 
your project will be.              
Do you have your copy of the new WARAC club 
roster?  They will still be available at the upcoming 
meeting in case you don’t have one yet.              

See you at the meeting!

 - Tom, K9BTQ

The
President's

Shack
June
2011

Letter From the Editor
Big thing this month is Field Day at a new site. 
Hope you all can at least stop by and see the new 
site.           
73
Frank KA9FZR



2011 Field Day Update
By Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, FD 
Chairman

The West Allis Radio Amateur Club will be 
participating in Field Day.  Information is getting 
out a bit later than usual because of our new site 
selection activities.  This year, we will be trying a 
new site located in New Berlin near their 
recycling center at 3711 S. Casper Dr.  If you are 
using a GPS, your Field Day coordinates are:  Lat. 

42.976828 Lon. -88.119637.  Our focus will be 
on Training as it has been for the past few years.

Mike, N9ESC, will provide his camper and 
radio again like he has for the past several 
years.  Thanks, Mike!  The station will be 
primarily operating on 15 and 40m.  High band 
openings have been pretty common lately, so 
hopefully 15m will have abundant QSOs this 
year.

Tom, K9BTQ, will provide the 75/20 meter 
station setup in a pop up camper and the VHF 

Site is north of the New Berlin City Hall. Take 
National Ave. past Moorland Rd, turn R(north) 
on  S. Casper Dr. to Site



WARAC General Meeting 
Minutes
May 10, 2011

Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 
PM by President, Tom Macon, K9BTQ. 
 There were 4 visitors.  Overall meeting 
attendance was 19.

Program
Basic Weather Spotting was presented by 
Skip Voros, WD9HAS.  Skip presented the 
basic program that emphasized the 
difference between real tornado activity 
and “scary looking clouds”.  Also stressed 
were the use of pro-words and T-L-C-S, 

Time, Location, Condition, and Source. 
 Above all, personal safety is most important.

Announcements
Field Day is June 25 & 26.  The highlight this 
year will again be training.  June program 
will be Field Day, presented by Tom Macon, 
K9BTQ and Chuck Dellis, W9WLX.

2011 rosters are available.  Tom Macon has 
them available at the meeting.

Chuck Craven, WB9PUB, will be leading a 
future program, Hombrew Antennas/Antenna 
Accessories.

Discussion
Motion to accept the April meetings minutes 
as published in Hamtrix.

Wisconsin QSO party—99% of logs, both 
electronic and paper are listed on the 
WARAC/WIQP website.

John Zach, K9IAC, offered an ARRL 
certificate for anyone wishing/needing to 
purchase ARRL publications.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC

station will find a home in Frank Humpal’s tent 
and operate on 6 and 2 meters.  All stations will 
be powered by generators and batteries.

Stay tuned—I will be contacting you shortly to 
find out when you can operate and availability 
for setup, teardown, and other miscellaneous 
activities.

Meet KE0G/ in Monroe County, WI during WIQP.
Elecraft K3 at 4.5 watts, feeding 34 foot vertical 
with radials.
Dan made 248 CW Qs, with 29 WI counties, and 32 
states.



From Z-Match to Filtuner

I have changed directions in my quest for a single 
moving part tuning system.   After doing lots and 
lots of reading, and some actual experimenting, I 
decided it was time to move away from needing 
two capacitors to tune – toward a system that 
“actually” had only one moving part.    My initial 
thought was that a balun system would be the way 
to go.  However, after playing with such a system 
for quite a while now, I realized I would need to do 
some fancy switching, either at the antenna or 
where the feedline came into my house, switching 
baluns in and out, as well as antenna wire in and 
out, to raise and lower the resonant point of the 
antenna I made the decision to change. 

The decision was to go with one moving part, as 
part of a different type of tuner.  In Antenna 
Compendium 6 I read an interesting article that 
suggested one should use the article’s information 
and experiment.  Right up my alley.   In the article, 
K4ERO talked about a filter and tuner in one. 
Since I have lots of noise on 75 and 80 meters, I 
thought that his idea was a good place to start. It 
might also help my noise problem.   I emailed and 
he replied, giving me some clues and 
encouragement.     

The filter / tuner is quite interesting.  It consists of a 
resonant coil, with a capacitor across it, to tune to 
the operating frequency.  On either end of that coil, 
one winds a separate coil, one serving as the input 
and the other as the output ( known as links ).  So, in 
addition to being just a tuner, it is also a filter, due to 
coupling.  Hence the name, filtuner.               

Does it work ?  Sort of.  The problem so far is that 
one needs to experiment with coupling.  I have 
begun that process.  I cannot seem to get the SWR 
down enough to suit me.  I am seeing 1.3 to 1 near 
the antenna resonance point of  3.8 Mhz.  On the 
ends it is much higher, like 3 or 4 to 1.  I think it 
should be lower at resonance and perhaps also at the 
ends.   K4ERO tells me I need to keep changing the 
coupling distance and the turns on both links.  It has 
a narrow bandwidth of 30 Khz, which K4ERO says 
also depends on coupling.                     

This is one of my projects that will eventually be 
presented at the wrap-up program in September for 
our Antenna Challenge project.   Are you working 
on yours ?                                

Stay tuned.
Lynn K9KR 



 May24, 2011 Board Meeting

Howard Smith called the meeting to order at 
7:02 pm.

Present:  Tom Macon, K9BTQ, Howard 
Smith, WA9AXQ, Chuck Dellis, W9WLX, 
Chuck Craven, WB9PUB, Frank Humpal, 
KA9FZR, Dave Schank, KA9WXN, and Phil 
Gural, W9NAW.

Actions From Last Board Meeting
Audit of the 2009 books is complete and 
2008 is in progress.
Completion of operations manual section for 
President is pending.
Board members received the Gold Medal 
Ideas Affiliate Program Agreement and final 
pricing was communicated.
2010 financial data has been entered into 
Quicken, reconciliation is pending.  One 
missing receipt from awards dinner.
2011 fiscal budget is has not been completed; 
Chuck Craven will email when completed.
Completion of operations manual section for 
Treasure is pending.

Field Day
New Berlin site has been selected, awaiting 
approval from City of New Berlin.

WARAC Swapfest
Chairman Phil Gural presented the 2011 
WARAC Swapfest Income Sheet.

Scholarship
Tom and Howard will meet with ARRL at 
Dayton to discuss details of moving 
administration of scholarship funds to ARRL. 
 All questions have been answered and 
Howard will finish the paperwork.

Miscellaneous
Motion accepted to improve the mechanism 
for inventory control when liquidating club 
assets greater than $250 value.  Each item 
shall have a tag noting the product, model, 
serial number, date received, who it was 
received from, date sold, price, and who sold 

the item.  At the time of sale, the tag is 
pulled and forwarded to the treasurer.
Final details for WARAC club ware:  The 
club will need to purchase patches.  Royal 
blue jacket including left chest patch, 
$39.00 plus charge for name and call sign 
embroidery.  A second jacket may be 
offered.  Whether a patch or embroidery is 
used on hats still pending.  Club approval 
will be requested at next meeting.
Motion made to move website to 
QTH.com hosting.  Motion cancelled 
pending additional investigation.

Programs
June – Field Day, Tom Macon/Chuck 
Dellis.
July – Vector Signal Analyzer (pending 
confirmation)
August – Elmer Night & Auction
September – Antenna Challenge
Future programs:  Moonbounce, Hardware 
Prototyping, and Contest Logging 
Programs.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Dellis, W9WLX
Secretary WARAC



Tidbits
Officers and Board
President
  Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Vice President
  Howard Smith, WA9AXQ

Secretary
  Chuck Dellis, W9WLX

Treasurer
  Chuck Craven, WB9PUB

Directors
  Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
  Dave Schank, KA9WXN
  Jim Wilkins, KC9KEQ

Newsletter Editor
  Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
 fhump@milwpc.com

Webmaster
  Tom Macon, K9BTQ

The 46th annual SMARC (South Milwaukee) Swapfest is coming up 
Saturday, July 9.  As always, it will be at the American Legion Post 
at 9327 S. Shepard Ave in Oak Creek.                 

Chuck W9WLX, Howard WA9AXQ and Tom K9BTQ went to 
Dayton last month and attended Contest University (CTU) in 
addition to the Hamvention.  CTU consists of forums on many 
aspects of contesting and takes place on Thursday, the day before the 
Dayton Hamvention officially opens.  It was an interesting and 
informative day, to say the least!                                        

Overall, Dayton was great as usual.  The weather was beautiful so 
there was lots of swapfest activity.  Other Milwaukee area hams seen 
were John N9LGD, Chuck N9DII and their group plus a group from 
the Ozaukee Club, as well as Dave WB9OWN, Leon K9GCF to 
mention a few.  Attendance seemed to be on par with recent years.

 - Tom, K9BTQ

Meet AC0AF / in Douglas County, WI during WIQP.
Icom 703 at 5 watts, feeding temporary dipoles in the trees at 
about 20 feet.
Battery power for the radio and 1000 watt heater for his feet.
Dave made 121 phone Qs, with 44 WI counties, and 11 states.






