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JUNE CLUB HAPPENINGS
click here to go to web site

JUNE VIRTUAL MEETING
presentation by Chuck Dellis W9WLX

Icom Remote Control Using Turn­key Solutions.
Time: June 9, 2020 07:00 PM Central Time (US and

Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting, June 9, 2020, at 7:00 pm.
https://zoom.us/j/93853694817?pwd=WEtwSlJEeXdxMEgralB6ZVg1

TTVQUT09
Meeting ID: 938 5369 4817

Password: 6mm3g6NUT NET
3.985mhz
Monday­Saturday
8:15am CT
NUT NET
Breakfast
8:30am fourth
Tuesday
of the month

Milwaukee­Florida Net
Every Day on 14.290 Mhz
7:00AM ­ 9:15AM ET
6:00AM ­ 8:00AM CT

WARAC 2­meter net
Every Wednesday at 8pm

SEWFARS W9TJK Repeater 146.820
standard (­) offset 127.3 Hz CTCSS
if repeater down try 146.55 simplex

Sunshine Committee
If you know of a member who
could use a bit of cheer or
support,
Barb Garnier (KD9HPS) is now
the Sunshine Committee Chair.
Contact her: 414­529­3536 or
barbsewsblue@gmail.com.
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The President’s shack
Not much to report on this end. People seem to be
working around the new normal. Ham radio in all
it’s many modes seems to be going on as usual. Of
course being at the bottom of a sunspot cycle is
proving to have all sorts of new challenges.

I listen to the Nut net most mornings. With the
spring storms and higher noise my 5 watts doesn’t
always gets through. Still it does offer surprises!
Signals to northern, Wisconsin many times
surprise everyone. NVIS (Near Vertical Incidence
Skywave) communications does seem to have its
uses. It isn’t a set and forget form of
communications.

You have to find what frequencies are being
reflected. There is still a lot to explore, with
antennas, power and modes.

Other than that it is very quiet around here. Our
Grand kids come often to give their parents time
to work at home. They are both young enough to

From the Editor
No editorial due to being occupied by the
President's Shack

• ―• ―••

think it is fun to say hi when you stick a microphone
up to their face. Maybe I can hope for other Hams in
the family yet!

Thoughts for the meeting. What would you need to
feel comfortable to come to a regular meeting. Next
question would an outdoor picnic type meeting be
comfortable for you.
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WARAC Club Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2019

Due to the nature on the Covid­19 crisis and Governor Tony Evers “Emergency Order #12 Safer At Home
Order”, Chuck W9WLX offered his work experience and conducted a WARAC club Zoom Meeting.

The club meeting was called to order 7:05 pm by Frank KA9FZR.

This online Zoom meeting was a learning experience for all; people were appearing and then dropping out, be
it for any number of reasons. User hints for going forward, use headphones and mute your microphone
when not speaking.

Approximately 17 virtual club members were identified by the Secretary Dave WB9OWN as being present.
There was 1 visitors, Feroz WU9N.
(Question, Which members were wearing WARAC club hats?)

Field Day, Check Dellis contacted New Berlin, the FD at the recycling center is off the table for 2020 FD.

Club Presentation, My life as a Amateur Radio operator in Sri Lanka by Feroz WU9N. This was truly an
excellent presentation, we know so little about that part of the world and we dream about being that DX
station.

Wisconsin QSO Party Results, Tom Macon K9BTQ. The official resutls were posted on WARAC website,
https://www.warac.org/wqp/2020/results2020.pdf This was a recording setting year for logs received, up by
100 log entries and mostly out of state! 80 and 40 meters were the bread and butter bands, especially 80.

It was the Secretary’s observation that the “round robin participants” need to keep their comments short to the
point to maximize the online time.

General meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
David Garnier WB9OWN
Secretary WARAC.
April 14, 2019

Odds & Ends. Steve N09B was the only member wearing club hat.

https://www.warac.org/wqp/2020/results2020.pdf
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WARAC Field Day 2020
Chuck Dellis W9WLX

Field Day is a little over 2 weeks away and I’m sure that you have begun to solidify your plans. It is going to
be a very different Field Day this year as it will be for many of this summer’s events.

There have been two temporary rule waivers due to the pandemic and they may change your operation plan.

The first change is class D stations may work all other Field Day stations, including other Class D stations,
for points. It states:

Field Day rule 4.6 defines Class D stations as “Home stations,” including stations operating from
permanent or licensed station locations using commercial power. Class D stations ordinarily may only count
contacts made with Class A, B, C, E, and F Field Day stations, but the temporary rule waiver for 2020 allows
Class D stations to count contacts with other Class D stations for QSO credit.

The second change is club aggregate scores will be published. It states:
In addition, for 2020 only, an aggregate club score will be published, which will be the sum of all

individual entries indicating a specific club.

If Dave, WB9OWN, and Mike, WO9B, include the West Allis RAC club in their individual score submission
to the ARRL, then both individual and club aggregate scores will be reported. This waiver changes my
earlier statement that scores do not need to be submitted to the ARRL to participate in the club competition.
While that is still true, submission to the ARRL is strongly encouraged so we can build our club score.
Please take the extra time to send your log to the ARRL and make sure the club is identified EXACTLY as
West Allis RAC.

Be sure to update your logging program too. Prior versions did not give QSO credit for class D stations
working other class D stations. The N3FJP program has already been updated to version 6.3, the version
necessary if you are operating class D. I checked N1MM Logger+ v1.0.8423.0 and it appears to score class
D/class D QSOs correctly. If you are using another logger, check for any updates to their Field Day logging
program.

The friendly club competition is still being done as well. Send a copy of your Cabrillo log to Chuck,
W9WLX, at w9wlx@wi.rr.com by July 28, 2020. The deadline date has been updated to correspond with the
ARRL deadline.

Yes, Field Day is different this year, but get on the bands and have fun with it! Update your logging program,
work whatever class you want to try this year, and add to the West Allis RAC aggregate score. “See” you on
the bands!

Chuck
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Thanks to Dave Garnier WB9OWN for this up
date on WSJT­X

The WSJT Development Group is pleased to
announce the general
availability (GA) release of WSJT­X Version
2.2.0. A brief summary of new features is
provided here; for further details see the Release
Notes:
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/Release_N
otes.txt

... and of course the updated WSJT­X 2.2 User
Guide:
http://www.physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/ws
jtx­doc/wsjtx­main­2.2.0.html#NEW_FEATURES

New Features in WSJT­X 2.2.0:

­ Significant improvements to the decoders for
FT4, FT8, JT4, JT65, and WSPR.

­ New format for "EU VHF Contest" Tx2 and Tx3
messages

When "EU VHF Contest" is selected, the Tx2 and
Tx3 messages (those conveying signal report,
serial number, and 6­character locator) now use
hashcodes for both callsigns. This change is NOT
backward compatible with earlier versions of
_WSJT­X_, so all users of EU VHF Contest
messages should be sure to upgrade to version
2.2.0.

­ Accessibility

Keyboard shortcuts have been added as an aid to
accessibility:
Alt+R sets Tx4 message to RR73, Ctrl+R sets it to
RRR.

As an aid for partial color­blindness, the "inverted
goal posts"
marking Rx frequency on the Wide Graph's
frequency scale are now rendered in a darker
shade of green.

­ User Interface Translations have been enabled.
Translations are
now available for Catalan, Spanish, Japanese,
Chinese, and Hong
Kong Chinese. Additiional languages will follow,
when available.

Note that UI translation is automatic, based on your
system primary language. If you do not want the
WSJT­X UI translated to your local language then
start WSJT­X with the '­­language=en' command line
option:

wsjtx ­­language=en

If you wish to contribute by authoring WSJT­X UI
translations please join the new discussion group
wsjtx­l10n@Groups.io (https://groups.io/g/wsjtx­
l10n), where help from other translation authors and
coordination with the development team is available.

­ Minor enhancements and bug fixes

"Save None" now writes no .wav files to disk, even
temporarily.

An explicit entry for "WW Digi Contest" has been
added to "Special operating activities" on the
"Settings | Advanced" tab.

Contest mode FT4 now always uses RR73 for the
Tx4 message.

The Status bar now displays the number of decodes
found in the most recent Rx sequence.

The "Highlight Callsign" UDP message has been
enhanced to allow clearing of old highlighting for a
specified callsign. Please note a recommended
restriction on the use of this message in the
documentation here: https://tinyurl.com/y85nc3tg

­ Hamlib ­ this library which we use for direct rig
control has had many defect repairs and
enhancements, we thank the contributors to that
project for their work.
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Upgrading from earlier versions of WSJT­X
should be seamless. There is no need to uninstall a
previous version or move any files.

Please do not continue to use any release
candidate ­­ that is, any beta release with "­rc#" in
the version name.

Links to installation packages for Windows,
Linux, and Macintosh are available here:
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html

You can also download the packages from our
SourceForge site:
https://sourceforge.net/projects/wsjt/files/ It may
take a short time for the SourceForge site to be
updated.

WSJT­X is licensed under the terms of Version 3
of the GNU General Public License (GPL).
Development of this software is a cooperative
project to which many amateur radio operators
have contributed. If you use our code, please have
the courtesy to let us know about it. If you find
bugs or make improvements to the code, please
report them to us in a timely fashion.

We hope you will enjoy using WSJT­X Version
2.2.0.

­­ 73 from Joe, K1JT, Steve, K9AN, and Bill,
G4WJS,
for the entire WSJT Development Group
________________________________________
_______
wsjt­devel mailing list
wsjt­devel@lists.sourceforge.net
https://lists.sourceforge.net/lists/listinfo/wsjt­devel

If your up for a ham radio challenge listen
to the song at the top of this web page. Pay
attention to the musical chorus it is repeated
three times

If you think you got it or don't have a clue
what I'm talking about you can go to this
web page and get the rest of the story.

https://www.theverge.com/2015/1/7/7483235/the­
code­colombian­army­morsecode­hostages

https://soundcloud.com/michael­zelenko/better­
days­by­natalia­gutierrez­y­angelo

https://soundcloud.com/michael-zelenko/better-days-by-natalia-gutierrez-y-angelo
https://www.theverge.com/2015/1/7/7483235/the-code-colombian-army-morsecode-hostages
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DXing and Contesting ­ June Update

DX UPDATE:
For we ham radio HF junkies wallowing in the throes of Solar Minimum 2020 any story, rumor, whisper

of sunspots, solar flares or CME’s is like a tonic for what seems like a forever walk in the Death Valley
of ZERO sunspots. So nuggets like this, https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2020/new­sunspots­
herald­increased­solar­activity­cycle­sdo, are welcomed with open arms. Hang on brother, just a while
longer. Better days are coming. Sometime.

DXpeditions: Don’t hold your breath for June. Unless you plan to personally charter a boat to the Dry
Tortugas, you are fresh out of luck this month. And next month too. Actually, the schedule for 2020
DXpeditions shares the same prognosis as old Sol’s sunspots: ZERO.

HF and VHF: Despite the less than stunning news above, DX is alive and well on the bands.

VHF: The June Sporadic­E season is running at full throttle. With the popularity of FT8, the 50 Mhz
band is popping with activity. Currently very good openings are occurring throughout the day. Morning
seems to be particularly strong. Skip zones of 1000 mi to 1500 mi are common. Multi­hop openings to
Europe are also happening. CW and SSB are equally in play. Don’t forget to check 10 meters and 2
meters as well with these strong sporadic­E events. Tis the season!!

HF: DX is readily available on HF. 20 meters is active during the day and stretching into the evenings.
Evenings on 40 and 60, that’s right 60 METERS, can yield astounding results. If you are playing FT8,
the bands will be very crowded. Grey Line propagation is hot, hot, hot. But you know that. You’ve
always known that.

CONTEST UPDATE:
Nothing says June more than Field Day, which is going to be different for 2020. Check elsewhere in
Hamtrix for info on club participation for this very unusual year. As we can do a club aggregate score,
you can pitch in by getting on the air. Field Day aside, there are plenty of other contest activities:

• CWops CWT: Every Wednesday at 2:00 PM. CW only. Watch Facebook for which park I’ll be
operating from.

• Kentucky QSO Party: Sat, June 6th. All day.
• Cookie Crumble QRP Contest: Sunday afternoon, June 7th.
• ARRL June VHF Contest: June 14th and 15th. BIG Contest!!!
• West Virginia QSO Party: June 20th
• ARRL FIELD DAY: June 27th and 28th

Finally, the Best Contest You Can Enter, PERIOD
• RAC Canada Day Contest: July 1st

https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2020/new-sunspots-herald-increased-solar-activity-cycle-sdo
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Thanks to Feroz Ghouse WU9N
for allowing us to use his power
point presentation from his May
club talk in Hamtrix.
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Officers and Board
President
Frank Humpal KA9FZR

Vice President
Steve Dryja, NO9B

Secretary
Dave Garnier WB9OWN

Treasurer
Bill Reed N9KPH

Directors
Tom Macon K9BTQ

Phil Tollefson, WA9AQL

Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com

Webmaster past president
Mike Johnson WO9B
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