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JULY CLUB HAPPENINGS

Club jackets and hats!
Go to club Web site and click on

The GOLD MEDAL IDEAS block
For more info or click here

1

click here to go to web site

Club Meeting
St. Peter's Episcopal Church,

7929 W. Lincoln Avenue, West Allis
July 11, 2017 6:30 PM

Mike Johson WO9B
Trivia discussion

Field Day wrap­up
Johnny V’s Classic Café, 1650 S.

84th St. at 5:00PM.
NUT NET
3.985mhz
Monday­Saturday
8:15am CT

Milwaukee­Florida Net
Every Day on 14.290 Mhz
7:00AM ­ 9:15AM ET
6:00AM ­ 8:15AM CT

WARAC 2­meter net
Every Wednesday at 8pm

SEWFARS K9ABC Repeater 146.820 standard (­)offset
127.3 Hz CTCSS

if repeater down try 146.55 simplex

Save The Date
W.A.R.A.C. Awards Dinner will
be held at New Berlin Hills on

October 29th at 5:00 PM.

http://www.goldmedalideas.com/shop/category.aspx?catid=158&affillink=WARAC49975
http://www.warac.org/
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From the Editor
Field day is over. I was only able to stop in for a
few minutes. It seemed like it went well and
contacts were up. See Chuck's article on pg five
and six.

We have another Field Day under our belt and I
think everything went very well. See Chuck’s
summary and results information elsewhere in this
issue. Thanks to Chairman Chuck for putting
together a successful event and thanks to everyone
who participated. And thanks to Erwin, WI9EV,
whose publicity efforts paid off again with the
visit of New Berlin mayor Dave Ament on
Saturday.

It was a great to see everyone working together
and I hope y’all had fun with your fellow club
members! And it’s great to see members that have
joined our club in more recent years now playing
major roles. I think the old farts among us are
doing a good job of passing this knowledge on to
the new farts. This bodes well for future WARAC
Field Days

The program at the upcoming meeting will be
Mike Johnson, WO9B, with a Trivia discussion
and maybe even a little competition. Mike has
been a bit tight­lipped about the details but the
gleam in his eyes tell me it’s gonna be good. Be
there and find out!

Do you have a story to tell? We plan to have a
story­telling session as each club meeting, so we’ll
do this after the Trivia bash. We’ll also have a club
trailer status update.

And of course, we’ll have a Field Day wrap­up
presentation by Chuck at our upcoming meeting.
And, as usual, we’ll finish up with our open
discussion period and refreshments. Please bring
your questions, comments and show­and­tell
items as usual.

Saturday, July 8 is the South Milwaukee Club’s

Swapfest (Oak Creek). Steve, Phil and Co. will be
there with plenty of donated items to sell for our
scholarship fund. Contact Phil, W9NAW, or Steve,
NO9B for details. Thanks in advance to everyone who
helped collect and sell donated material for our
Scholarship Fund.

I’m pleased to announce that Barb Garnier,
KD9HPS, has accepted the position of Sunshine
committee chairperson. In the last few years our club
has been lax in recognizing members who are
experiencing medical problems or who have had a
death in the family. Barb will respond to these needs on
behalf of our club, so please let her know if you hear of
a member who needs some sunshine!

We have a few months until Sunday, October 29, the
date of this year’s annual Anniversary Awards
Dinner, but these things have a habit of sneaking up.
Mark your calendar. This year’s committee, Erwin von
der Ehe, Steve Dryja and Mike Johnson, has started
putting the event together. We’ll be at a new location:
New Berlin Hills Country Club, 13175 W Graham St
in New Berlin.

In August, we will have Don Solberg, K9AQ, give us
the low­down on his Internet remote station which
includes a home­brew solid­state amplifier. And we
will continue our Story ­telling series.

Again, please bring your stories for the July and
August meetings. Any general interest topic is fine,
although stories related to ham radio are preferred.
Please contact me if you need help with pictures or
other visual aids.

Don’t forget our before­meeting dinner at Johnny V’s
Classic Café, 1650 S. 84th St. at 5:00PM.

See you at the meeting! Bring a friend!
Tom, K9BTQ

editorial pg 11
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WARAC General Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2017

Introduction
The meeting was called to order at 19:00 by President, Tom Macon (K9BTQ). Overall meeting
attendance was 22 members, plus 02 visitors.

Tonight’s Program:

­ Current issues facing amateur radio and the American Radio Relay League –
Kermit Carlson (W9XA)
­ Field Day 2017 Planning – Chuck Dellis (W9WLX)
­ Club trailer status – Steve Dryja (NO9B)

Future Programs

July ’17: Ham Radio Trivia and story telling
August ’17: Home Brew Remote and Amplifier

Business

­ Scholarship recipient is Erik J. Maplethorpe (KC9PDU) of Round Lake, IL
­ Chris Kelling (KC9UXC) will set up W.A.R.A.C. FaceBook page.
­ Check on hamsci.com for propagation during upcoming solar eclipse.
­ May meeting minutes were voted on and approved.
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) gave the status of Swapfest 2019 planning
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) & Mike Johnson (WO9B) & Steve Dryja (NO9B) gave status of the
Awards Dinner, scheduled for August 29, 2017.
­ Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) plans to attend a focus meeting on June 14th regarding plans for a
new facility at the Waukesha EXPO center. Member input for our Swapfest needs was solicited for
introduction into the focus meeting.
­ Tom Macon (K9BTQ) gave a recap of the Dayton Hamvention visit.

The meeting was adjourned at 21:07.

Respectfully submitted,
Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV)
Secretary, W.A.R.A.C.
2017­06­13
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W.A.R.A.C. Board Meeting
June 27, 2017

Howard Smith (WA9AXQ) called the meeting to order at 18:58.

Present: Tom Macon (K9BTQ), Howard Smith (WA9AXQ), Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV),
Steve Dryja (NO9B), Frank Humpal (KA9FZR), Dave Garnier (WB9OWN). Guest:
Barb Garnier (KD9HPS).

Howard Smith (WA9AXQ) presented the monthly Treasurer’s report.

A discussion of Field Day antenna mast safety was held. We are investigating a safer way to raise,
extend, retract and lower the masts. Safety improvements are being considered for FD

Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV) gave a Swapfest update.

Programs
July, 2017: Field Day Wrap­up. Ham Radio Trivia.
August, 2017: Remote Operation
September, 2017:

Future Program Ideas
Logger 32 logging software
SO2R Contest operating
WE Energies or Time­Warner Cable noise tracking
Feedlines
VHF/UHF Digital Communications
Ham trivia night
Story­telling night
Careers?

Other Items
•Tom Macon (K9BTQ) will work on a Software One order.
•Sunshine committee – Barb Garnier (KD9HPS) offered to assume the responsibility.
•Operations Manuals: Awards Dinner Manual was updated and will be filed on the W.A.R.A.C. ftp
site.

Chris Kelling (KC9UXC) offered to do a W.A.R.A.C. Facebook page. He is invited to the next board
meeting to educate the board.

Meeting was adjourned at 20:47.

Respectfully submitted,
Erwin von der Ehe (WI9EV)
Secretary, W.A.R.A.C.
2017­06­27
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Work on our trailer

continuals as time

permits.

The trailer was at Field
day.

Field Day pictures

New Berlin
Mayor visiting
site



What could
possibly go wrong.
HI HI

Just a small 6 meter
beam

Six meter beam
connected now time
to raise it.
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Chuck and Barb
getting contacts.

Time to fuel up the
operators

Station up and
running

10



11

Officers and Board
President
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Vice President
Steve Dryja, NO9B

Secretary
Erwin von der Ehe, WI9EV

Treasurer
Howard Smith WA9AXO

Directors
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR

Mike Johnson WO9B

Newsletter Editor
Frank Humpal, KA9FZR
fhump@milwpc.com

Webmaster
Tom Macon, K9BTQ

Here is a site that makes you glad your most challenging antenna problems are only light
breezes.

http://www.mro­network.com/engineering­design/understanding­today­s­antenna­
complexities?NL=AW­05&Issue=AW­05_20170613_AW­
05_241&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_8&utm_rid=CPEN1000000265045&elq2=98d49c4e10a74
83a99e8967a3ec4fb80&utm_content=buffer8d501&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebo
ok.com&utm_campaign=buffer

Not much is going on around here, at least on the Ham
radio side. It looks like I need to fix my two meter antenna
up on the roof. The big question will be should I just say
the heck with it and go buy one. Or do I want to build one.
It isn’t that hard to build one and there are many choices.

I like the building option but one can really end up
spending a lot of time over designing an antenna.
Temporarily I may just put up a old discone I have laying
around. This one was just built as an experiment to see if it
would work. I even put a bunch of magnets on it so I could
mount it on the roof of my car. It did work but got some
strange looks. I was in Chicago at the time so it might have
been a good thing keeping people from getting to close! HI
HI There are many other options which all look interesting.
I always like being a little different than normal. Keeps life
interesting.

There is an article on pg 7 by Tom Macon K9BTQ on Bill
Priebe K9NTQ who became a Silent KEY after a hard
fought fight with cancer. Bill was one of the founding
fathers of the morning nut net on 3.985 mhz.

As many of you know Judy and me are still going down the
road of healing her perforated stomach ulcer. We
appreciate the continued concern and prayers from all of
you.
73
Frank KA9FZR

editorial
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